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QUIDVIS RECTE FACTYM QVAMVIS HVMILE PRACLARVM = (Whatever 1s rightly done, however humble, is noble — Royce, 1924) 


THE GREATEST PHANTOM 


Boyd Rasmussen of Queensland wrote in 
an edition of Praeclarvm advising that he had 
purchased two Phantom III Rolls-Royce cars from 
Marybrough, chassis Nos. 3 AX99 and 38 AZ30. 
He wondered how many Phantom III cars were 
still on the road out of the 710 produced by the 
company. I thought I would write an article on 
these cars in Australia that I know well. 
Phantom III, Chassis No. 3 AX99 — Boyd 
Rasmussen 

This car was delivered in England on 23rd 
February, 1937 to Lt. Col. Sir James Humphries. 
In 1938 Appleby and Ward, the then Rolls-Royce 
distributors for N.S.W., purchased this car from 
Jack Barclay of London. The car was shipped to 
Sydney and sold to a Mr. W. J. Stuart of Stuart 
Bros., a large building firm in Sydney. 

Mr. Stuart was also the owner of a Phantom 
I, chassis No. 85MC, which we had reconditioned 
and modified. A new body was fitted and he 
kept this car even though he had purchased 
38 AX99. 

During the early part of 1939, we had to 
modify the front suspension for Australian con- 
ditions. New synchromesh cones were fitted to 
38rd and 4th gears in the gear box. 

Due to the distance this car had to travel 
to his country property and the speed at which 
it was driven, we soon had petrol vaporising. This 
was due to the position the petrol pump was 
fitted, on the fire wall just above the steering 
column. 

We moved the petrol pump to a position on 
the chassis frame just below the change speed 
lever. This allowed a flow of cool air over the 
pump. Finding this trouble took some time as Mr. 
Stuart was always travelling from Sydney when 
it happened. I followed him in his Phantom I one 
day and was on the spot when it happened. He 
then took the Phantom I and 1 returned with 
3 AX99 and found the trouble. 

We advised the factory and they produced 
a modification, which was a bracket, a high pres- 
sure petrol pump and new pipes. We had to modify 
all Phantom III cars. The modified bracket was 
fitted more or less in the same position as the 
one we had made. 

The Sydney Morning Herald newspaper 
Motoring Editor in 1989 wanted to carry out a 
road test on a Phantom III, so Mr. Stuart kindly 
lent the car and the test was carried out in June, 
1939. When the results were published, we sent a 
copy to the factory who advised that the test 
compared very favourably with their test results. 

In 1940 we fitted a new crown wheel and 
pinion to the car. Mr. Stuart was pleased with 
3 AX99 and it covered a large mileage. 

When petro! rationing came into force during 
the War, he decided that it would be foolish to 
store the car. The Russian Legation in Canberra 
had made him a good offer, so he let them have 
it. They used the car a great deal and when they 
could not get to Sydney for servicing, We would 
have to go to Canberra. The only failure they had 
was when the coarse grain fabroil timing gear 
failed. It was necessary to go to Canberra to fit 
a replacement fine grain fabroil gear. 
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When working on this car in Canberra, there 
was no time to rest. You had to work till the 
job was completed, and they were always watch- 
ing you; but once the job was completed, they 
would lay on a party for you, before returning 
to Sydney. Conversation with them was hard, as 
their English was poor, and there were always 
three of them together when conversing, but we 
were good friends and they paid well. 

Around 1947-48 they sold 3 AX99 to Mr. J. 
Deaton, owner of the Prince of Wales Hotel in 
George Street, Haymarket and the Hotel Manly. 
He did not look after the car like the two previous 
owners and it soon deteriorated. 

During this period we had to overhaul the 
steering box and the gear box. About 1950 he 
sold the car to J. Bristoe of ‘“‘Denradio,’ Mary- 
brough, Queensland. In the early days with this 
owner, the car was used a lot, travelling by road 
between his home and Sydney and Melbourne and 
1 am sure that he towed a caravan. After 1952 
the car was not used so much on long trips South, 
and of course he had also purchased 3 AZ30. How- 
ever he was always in contact with me, if not for 
parts, it was for information. I then heard that 
he had passed on. 


Phantom III 3 AZ30 — Boyd Rasmussen 

This car was purchased in England by Mr. J. 
Welch and shipped to Sydney about 1949. It was 
then in immaculate condition. 

In the 1950’s it was purchased by Mr. O. 
Chapman, owner of the ‘Ritz’ Boarding House 
in Cremorne, Sydney- He had the car until 1957 
when he purchased a Silver Cloud. 3 AZ30 was 
then purchased by Mr. J. Bristoe, ‘Denradio,” 
Marybrough, Queensland before passing to Boyd. 


3 AZ 204 with first body. 


Phantom III 3 AZ204 — Mal Venables 

This was the first Phantom III chassis to 
arrive in Australia, and was consigned to Kellow 
Falkiner Pty. Ltd., Melbourne. A Sydney business- 
man, J. L. Glick of Adelaide Tailoring Co. Ltd. 
of Sydney, was travelling to Melbourne in his 


Silver Ghost, chassis No. 96 NE, when he had 
bad luck near Melbourne. He went into Kellow 
Falkiner Pty. Ltd. and purchased 3 AZ204, and 
Kellow Falkiner built a 7-passenger limousine 
body for the car. 


3 AZ 204 with second body. 


However when Mr. Glick went to pick up the 
car in Melbourne, he was very disappointed; as he 
was a tall person, the inside height was not 
sufficient, and during the trip to Sydney he 
noticed that the clutch was very fierce and front 
suspension weak. 

On arrival in Sydney, we modified the front 
suspension, overhauled, relined and modified the 
clutch, which made the car mechanically sound, 
but Mr. Glick was not satisfied with the body and 
advised Appleby and Ward to sell it, returning to 
his lovely Silver Ghost. 

We sold 3 AZ204 to Mr. C. I. Todman, who 
had owned Rolls-Royce cars since 1910, including 
Silver Ghost, chassis No. 1520, Silver Ghost 
158BW and Phantom I 92FW. He removed the 
partition between the front and rear of the car 
and made an adjustable bench front seat. He 
also removed the jump seats, and had the car 
repainted in his favourite colours, maroon body 
and black guards and valances. 

During the period with C. I. Todman the car 
was used very little. He lived at Edgecliff and 
used to drive to his week-end home, every Friday 
night and return early Monday morning. His 
wife, a much younger person, drove him to busi- 
ness in Sydney and return each day. They had 
a young daughter then, and every school holidays 
I had to drive the daughter and her nurse up to 
Mt. Victoria where they would spend the holidays 
at the Grand Hotel, and pick them up at the end 
of the holidays. 

On any long trip which Mr. Todman had to 
take I always drove 3 AZ204 and this went on all 
through the War years and until Mr. Todman 
passed away in 1952. 

The car was then purchased by a Mr. Buck- 
nell, a grazier of Gulargambone, N.S.W. He made 
good use of the car, but had trouble with tyres, 
as this chassis was fitted with the rolled edge 
well base rims and as the proper well base tyres 
were not available, it was a case of importing 
reinforced tubes. These did not pinch as easily 
as the standard tubes, but Mr. Bucknell was not 
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satisfied and we ordered a new set of (6) wheels 
of the straight edge type as fitted to the 1938 
model Phantom III, which cured all his tyre 
troubles. 

On one trip home to Gulargambone, the 
driver noticed no oil pressure. I sent a mechanic 
up and it was found that the oil pipe to the gauge 
was broken. When this was repaired and the 
engine started a rather nasty knock was evident 
from a run big end bearing. The car was towed 
to Sydney and dismantled. No damage was done 
to the main bearings or pistons, and the big end 
journals were not damaged or scored. 

The procedure in those days was to take a 
reading of all the big end journal sizes and cable 
the factory. They would machine a set of spare 
rods up to suit the sizes given and then air freight 
them out. We would return the old ones and they 
would adjust the price, which would be just the 
cost of remetaling and machining plus air freight 
both ways. This way one was sure the right metal 
was used in the bearings and that the size and 
clearance were correct. 

New piston rings were fitted, also new 
gudgeon pins as the replacement rods had new 
bushes and pins supplied. The valves were re- 
seated, and the engine was then as good as new. 

During the ownership of 3AZ204, another 
Phantom III, a 1937 chassis No. 3 CP146 was in- 
volved in a large accident and was not insured. 
On checking this car and working out the apro- 
ximate cost to repair it both in Sydney and at 
Rolls-Royce Ltd., England, it was found that the 
figure was so high that the owner decided to 
sell it in the damaged condition. Mr. Bucknell, 
owner of 3 AZ204 purchased 3 CP146 and we 
transferred the body off 3CP146 onto 3 AZ204. 
To do this, many chassis units had to be changed 
and at the same time we fitted the gear box out 
of 3 CP146 to 3 AZ204 as this was a much better 
box. As the front guards on 3 CP146 were badly 
damaged and beyond repair, the original guards 
were left on. After we had done all this the car 
was repainted grey. 


Phantom 3 AZ56 — John Hooke 

This was the first complete car to arrive in 
Australia and was shipped to Kellow Falkiner Pty. 
Ltd., Melbourne for Mrs. Nicholas of Nicholas 
Aspro fame. A lot of trouble was experienced with 


the steering and front suspension, and instruc- 
tions and blue prints to modify same were re- 
ceived by Kellow Falkiner in March, 1937. 

In the 1950’s this car was purchased by the 
late Don Busch of Melbourne, and he set out 
to rebuild the car. He removed the body and 
starting on the chassis, every part was over- 
hauled and modified, engine resleeved, new pistons 
new bearings, new valves and tappets and rocker 
shaft modified to the solid type tappets as in the 
“D” series. Don spent thousands of hours on the 
chassis, and when it was finished, he lost interest. 
Then the late Dr. Leighton West of Metbourne, 
brought 3 AZ56. He refitted the body and used 
the car until he passed away; his wife then used 
it till the Victorian Rally at Shepperton in 1971, 
when the late Jack Jeffery flew to Melbourne 
after the Rally and purchased the car from her. 

Jack drove the car to Sydney from Melbourne 
and proceeded to overhaul it. When finished he 
sold the car to John Hooke of A.W.A., Sydney. 


Phantom III 3 CP146 — Destroyed. 

This car was sold by Appleby and Ward to the 
late Mr. S. J. Field, the large meat wholesaler 
of Sydney. Delivery of this car was taken in 
London, and then shipped to New York, driven 
to the West Coast then shipped to Sydney. 

After Mr. Field’s death the car was sold to 
Mr. Nevill Bishop of Sydney, who had the mis- 
fortune to have an accident with a double-decker 
bus at Palm Beach, Sydney. The main damage 
was to the front of the car, chassis frame, engine, 
radiator, both guards and as mentioned before, 
the cost to repair it either in Sydney or England 
was too great. 

The rear axle plus many other parts were 
sold to Mr. J. Bristoe of Queensland. The engine 
in its damaged condition went to Geo Sevenoaks 
who in turn sold it to Hal Venables; the gear box, 
I used at York Motors to build a rigg for testing 
Silver Cloud power-steering boxes after overhaul, 
and to bed in brake servo linings. This is still in 
use at the Rolls-Royce Service Station at York 
Motors. The chassis frame was cut up, so 3 CP146 
is no more. 


Phantom III 3 DL108 — Bill Fagan 

This car was purchased from Jack Barclay 
in London for Mr. W. K. Fagan of “Sunnyridge,” 
Mandurama, N.S.W. This was his father’s pro- 
perty and I had the pleasure of meeting Bill’s 
father when I first started with Rolls-Royce in 
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1916. Mr. Fagan, Snr. then owned a lovely sports 
touring bodied Silver Ghost, chassis No. 1884, 
and later purchased a Post-War Ghost chassis No. 
51FW. 

W. K. (Bill) Fagan purchased a Phantom I 
single seater, chassis 96LC in 1947. Whilst he 
was overseas 3 DL108 was purchased, the body 
was a limousene, and before shipping the car 
back to Sydney he had it repainted in its present 
colours. 

In the early days of this car in N.S.W., it 
was unfortunate that the engine had big end 
bearing failure twice. After the last failure in 
1954, the engine was removed and returned to 
Rolls-Royce Ltd., London, who advised that they 
were then carrying out modifications to Phantom 
II engines to stop bearing failure. The crankshaft 
was nitrided and lead bronze slippers replaced the 
Halls metal bearings. The rest of the engine was 
rebuilt including resleeved cylinders, new pistons, 
valves, etc. On its return it was almost a new 
engine. Rolls-Royce also shipped a new crown 
wheel and pinion to be fitted to the rear axle. 

Whilst the engine was overseas, we had the 
partition behind the front seat removed, and two 
bucket seats made to replace the bench seat; 
therefore this car was changed from a limousine 
to a saloon. In my opinion I do think this chassis 
3 DL108 is the best Phantom III on the road. 


Phantom III 3 DL2 — Laurie Griffiths. 

In 1971 I wrote a full article on this car 
and it was published in Praeclarvm, so I will not 
go into details in this article. 

This car arrived on the same boat as the 
cars for the late Duke of Gloucester in January, 
1945. As it was for the use of the new Governor 
of South Australia, General Sir William Norrie, 
K.C.M.G., C.B., D.S.O., it stayed on the boat 
and was unloaded by Motors Ltd. in Adelaide. 
Both the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester and 
family, and General Sir William Norrie, who were 
close friends, also travelled on the same boat as 
the cars. After the Duke of Gloucester left 
Sydney to return to England in January, 1947, 
the Australian Government contacted General Sir 
William Norrie in Adelaide and purchased 3 DL2 
for the use of the new Governor General of Aus- 
tralia, Sir William McKell. We picked up the car 
in Adelaide and drove it to Canberra where it 
was serviced before being handed over to Govern- 
ment House. It was used until Field Marshall Sir 
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ROLLS-ROYCE — PHANTOM III MODEL 
EXCEPTIONAL PERFORMANCE 


(This is a reprint of the road test carried out by the 
Sydney Morning Herald in 1939 on 3 AX99). 

To drive the very latest Rolls-Royce production, the 
V-12 cylinder Phantom III, is an experience to be remem- 
bered. It proves, once and for all, that this car still is 
the leading motor vehicle of the world. 

It is a superb piece of mechanism, modern to the last 
nut, with a chassis over which the true engineer can linger 
ee for hours. The car’s performance is extraordinarily 
ine. 

The power unit is a masterpiece, with 12 cylinders 
set vee fashion in two banks of six at an angle of 60 de- 
grees to each other. Bore and stroke are 34 inches by 43 
inches and the R.A.C. rated horse-power 50.7. The brake 
horsepower is a secret which the maker will not even 
release to their own distributors, but it must be very high. 
The valves are in the heads, operated by push rods. An 
ingenious hydraulic arrangement gives automatic adjust- 
ment which keeps the tappets completely silent. 
Aluminium Alloy 

A noteworthy feature of this engine is that it is mainly 
of aluminium alloy. The two cylinder blocks of this 
material are cast integral with the upper half of the 
crankcase and cast iron liners, making contact with the 
cooling water, are let into them to form the cylinders. 
The detachable heads are also of alloy, but have valve 
inserts, and bronze inserts wherever a thread is required 
for a screw. Dual ignition is fitted with two plugs per 
cylinder — 24 in all —and these receive their current from 
two separate distributors placed one in front of each 
cylinder block. A carburettor of the duplex downdraught 
type is set in the centre of the vee and has a large air 
cleaner. The starting motor and the dynamo are on the 
offside of the engine and are of Rolls-Royce manufacture. 

A point typical of the thoroughness which has gone 
into the design of the car is the arrangement of the 
various control rods operating carburettor and ignition. 
Only mechanically perfect motions are employed through- 
out, and after years of service it is stated that no play 
develops between the levers on the steering wheel and 
the control arms on the engine; very different from tne 
pieces of bent wire usually employed for this purpose. 

The engine is kept separate from the gearbox, but 
incorporates the single dry plate clutch encased in a cast 
aluminium bell housing. The whole engine is in a flexible 
rubber mounting, ana the gearbox, siung in the Irame 
amidships, is mounted in the same way. This is quite an 
orthodox design with four speeds (the reason is not clearly 
apparent, such is the power of the engine), and has synchro- 
mes on second, third and top. It is controlled by a lever 
placed to the right of the driver, an unusual arrangement 
to-aay. The propeller shaft has needle bearing universal 
joints and the rear axle is a hypoid type with a ratio of 
4.25 to 1. 

Front suspension is independent by a special Rolls- 
Royce design incorporating parallel links, enclosed coil 
springs and hydraulic shock absorbers. Semi-elliptics are 
used at the rear. They are encased in leather gaiters and 
the leaves are grooved for lubrication. Hydraulic shock 
absorbers are fitted here also, and all four are a design 
whose power increases as the speed of the car rises. There 
also is a supplementary lever on the steering wheel by 
which the power of these units can be graduated, The 
four-wheel brakes are mechanical, operating through a 


servo-motor. Other features of the chassis are a built-in 
hydraulic jacking system and a central chassis reservoir 
with which the whole of the chassis can be lubricated 
simply by the driver kicking a lever beneath the dash 
with his foot. The wheelbase is 11 feet 10 inches and with 
the seven passenger limousine body on the car tested, the 
complete vehicle weighs 53 cwt. 

Road Behaviour 

After an all too brief 100 miles run in this big limousine, 
impressions gained crystallised themselves into the con- 
viction that this is the finest long distance touring car ever 
built, and that to use it for town work only is a sheer waste 
of money. lncidentally, the car tested already had 25,000 
miles of country work to its credit. 

The whole car is extraordinarily silent and any noise 
which does come from the engine is drowned by wind roar 
about the screen, and a little noise from the tyres, which 
in a car of such extreme mechanical silence, become 
problems of some magnitude. 

{n moving off from rest, first gear was disregarded, 
second being employed, and the car was in motion with 
scarcely a sound. The change into third across the gate 
is simplicity itself but from third to top required a little 
careful timing. Tne gears simply fall into mesh, and the 
gear lever immediately under the driver’s right hand is 
good, and unquestionably is in the best position for it. The 
short hand brake lever is right beside it, and neither 
interferes with the use of the driver’s door. 

In third gear, the car is so quiet that in this particular 
vehicle this gear has been inaavertently left engaged for 
some miles on end. The power of the engine 1s tremendous. 
Once in top gear, the gear lever is rarely touched again. 
By using the supplementary hand ignition control, the car 
can be brought down to 4 miles an hour in top gear, and 
from this can be accelerated swiftly and silently to 100 
m.p.h., which is an extraordinary speed range for such 
a docile vehicle. The suspension is superb on all surfaces. 
the sheck absorber control being a valuable asset, while 
steering delightfully light and accurate, though so high- 
geared that it is a little disconcerting at first. Between 
80 and 90 m.p.h. seems to be quite a reasonable cruising 
speed for this car. and in spite of its bulk it can be threaded 
through traffic almost like a “ten.” At high speeds on the 
open road, it takes the corners with complete stability. 
That indeed is the car’s great charm, it sits squarely on 
the road and stays there, no matter what the surface is 
like. 

It was not possible to time the car over a measured 
section, but 98 m.p.h. was reached by speedometer reading, 
the car still accelerating when the driver’s foot had to be 
lifted. In third gear 75 m.p.h. was obtained. Acceleration 
from a standstill to 50 m.p.h. took 12 seconds, and from 
10 to 30 m.p.h. in top, 3rd and 2nd gears. 6 2-5, 5 and 3 3-5 
seconds respectively which, for such a heavy car, is an 
“eye-opening” performance. Fuel consumption was at the 
rate of123 miles a gallon. The price varies with the coach- 
work, but is in the vicinity of £4,000. 

(It is mentioned in this test that to change gear from 
3rd to top gear required a little careful timing. This was 
due to the Synchromesh cones, new ones were ordered 
but did not arrive in time to fit to the gearbox before 
the test was carried out, but were duly fitted by me soon 
after. The new’ cones were slightly larger, this was a com- 
plaint on a few of the early Phantom III. chassis, but did 
not show up till the cones had worn and settled in. This 
was carried out under the Rolls-Royce guarantee. 

Bert Ward. 


PHANTOM III SCHEDULE OF MODIFICATIONS 


Approxtmase 
Delivery 
Series Chassis Detail Dates 
A 38-AZ 20 to 3-AZ 238) Petrol Filter on 2nd Cross 1936 
A 3-AX 1 w 3-AX 207) member 3-AX-365. 1836 
B  3-BU 2 ta 3-BU 200) 
B 3-BT 1 ta 3-BT 203) Rubber Mounted Rear Axle 1936/37 
C 3-CP 2 ta 3-CP 200) Petrol Pump in Frame — 3-CM-36 1837 
€ 3-CM 1 to 3-CM 203) “Long” Clutch Plate — 3-CM-79 = 1937/38 
4-Port Cyl. Head; Solid Tappets: 
Single Valve Springs; Open type 
Fuses, Hall's Metal Big Enda 
D =‘ 3-DL 2 to 3-DL 200 Oll Cooler deleted Modified 1938/39 
D 8-DH 1 to 3-DH 203) Starter 3-DL-44 1939 


5 x 18 Rosc Wheels 3-DL-78 
Overdrive Geardox 3-DL-172. 
Rubber Mounted Rear Axle 


William Slim arrived in Australia to take up his 
appointment as Governor General. 

After the first weeks of use, he decided 
3 DL2 was too old and not suitable for his use, and 
a new Silver Wraith was delivered in 1954, 3 DL2 
was sold. 


Phantom III 3 AX160 — G. Ladson. 

This car was purchased by a very good friend 
of mine, the late Maurice Schmidt, who was one 
of the founders of York Motors Pty. Ltd. in 1932. 

In 1950 the engine of this car was overhauled 
by Rolls-Royce Ltd. in London. It arrived in 
Sydney late 1950 and we picked up the car and 
delivered it for Mr. Schmidt. 

By this time Mr. Schmidt had arrived back 
from overseas together with his Mk.1 Bentley, 
which he had taken delivery of in London. He 
used this car during his stay overseas. 


In January, 1951, Mr. Schmidt asked me to 
drive 3 AX160 to Melbourne for him. I left on a 
Saturday morning. Unfortunately, we had had 
torrential rain in and around Sydney and the 
Hume Highway was cut at Camden, so I had to 
travel down the Princes Highway to Albion Park 
then up Macquarie Pass to reconnect with the 
Hume Highway at Moss Vale. Our first stop was 
Gundagai, then on to Albury where we stayed at 
the George Hotel and by this time you can 
imagine what the car looked like. lt was mud 
from front to rear. 

We left Albury on Sunday morning for Mel- 
bourne; on the way to Benalla and ran into swarms 
of locusts. Lukily I had a piece of mosquito net 
to cover the radiator, an essential item I always 
have in my car or take with me when travelling 
long distances. We arrived in Melbourne about 
11 a.m. Sunday, and went straight to the Hotel 
Windsor to see Mrs. Schmidt, as they have a 
suite there. After having lunch with Mrs. Schmidt, 
she said that before we went out to Essendon 
Airport later in the afternoon to meet Mr. 
Schmidt, she would like to go out to the concert 
being held at the Myer Music Bowl. So out to 
the concert in this mud spattered, locust splashed 
Rolls-Royce car, which did not look elegant at all, 
then out to the Airport and back to the Hotel 
Windsor. 

Mr. Schmidt at the hotel decided the Rolls 
should be garaged until it could be cleaned, so 
the car was placed in his private garage in Little 


Collins Street and we got his Chrysler out, which 
was used to drive me to the airport to fly back 
to Sydney Sunday night. 


Phantom 3 DEX202 — J. Griffiths 

I believe Mr. J. Griffith was lucky enough to 
purchase this chassis in England, and claims that 
3 DEX202 was an experimental chassis first re- 
gistered in June, 1935. Modifications were made 
over the years of production of the Phantom II 
and when each new series was to be introduced 
they were modified to all ‘“D” series specifications. 
Prior to sale in 1940, the D.E.X. stood for “D” 
series, experimental. 


Phantom JII 3 DL146 
This car is now owned by Bruce Ross of 
Sydney, N.S.W. 


“,’ 


Phantom TJI 3 CM105 

The last record of this car shows it was 
owned by J. Glover of Victoria. 
J. Glover of Victoria. 


Phantom III 3 CP82 ; 
Owned by J. Matches of Victoria. 


ae 


Phantom III 3 AX121 
Owned my P. Markham of Western Australia. 


Phantom III 3 AZ158 

This car the last time I saw it was owned 
by Owen Bailey of Victoria; I am almost. sure 
that this car was brought to Australia by Bernard 
Dowd. During the late 1950’s I often had this 
car in the Rolls-Royce Service Station when it 
visited Sydney. 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


Contributions are invited dealing with Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley products or associated material. 
Photos should be black and white gloss prints. 
All references to cars should include the chassis 
numbers. Whilst every care is taken to check 
information published, no responsibility can be 
accepted for errors. 


Phantom II 3 AX195 

This car was owned by the late Duke of 
Gloucester and arrived in Sydney in January, 
1945 and returned to England in January, 1947. 

Whilst visiting U.K. Motors, the Rolls-Royce 
Service Station in Brisbane several years ago, I 
saw a Phantom III Rolls-Royce car. It was in 
terrible condition, and the owner did not want to 
spend too much money. What he wanted U.K. 
Motors to do could not be carried out without 
large expense, so they took the car away, and 
said they would overhaul the car themselves. 
Neither U.K. Motors or I never heard from these 
people again, and do not know if this car is still 
in Australia. Unfortunately we did not get the 
chassis No. 

Bert. Ward. 


OBITUARY 
The Club lost a long standing member with 
the sudden death of Robert Hawk of the Victoria 


Branch, on 19th November, 1975. He is sur- 
vived by his wife Marjorie to whom the Club 
extends its sympathy. 


FROM THE FEDERAL PRESIDENT 

The 1976 Federal Rally ‘Action’ Committee 
met recently, and preparations for Bendigo are 
well in hand. Motels have been booked, and venues 
for the concours, dinners and Rally Headquarters 
have all been chosen. The Rally will be held 
through 14th June, 1976. 

As is usual in country towns, the accommod- 
ation is variable, and Patrick Kane-White will be 
accepting early bookings from January, 1976, if 
accompanied by cheques of $10 deposit per suite. 

In a later Praeclarvm we hope to have printed 
a map of Bendigo and environs, showing all 
motels, rally headquarters, concours site and 
routes to and from, etc. 

For those members who feel that the cost 
of attending a Federal] Rally has grown out of all 
proportion, we are trying to contain this trend, 
and retain the older and simpler style of Federal 
Rally. 

We hope to see as many Vete.an and Vintage 
cars as possible, and all Rolls-Royce or Bentleys 
up to 1976. 

Business done, A Happy Christmas, and a 
Safe Year of Motoring to all. 

Dare Watkins. 


SERVICE / 
DIRECTORY 


CYLINDER HEADS 
New heads are now available for 25/30 h.p. cars at an 
approximate cost of £450. For details write to Philip 
Fulford, “Westbourne,” The Ridge, Maybury, Woking 
Surrey GU22 7EQ, England. 


OVERSEAS SERVICES 
The Ristes Motor Co. Lyd., 67 Forest Road, Nottingham, 
England. These people deal in second hand spares and 
offer excellent service. 


TERMINAL SLEEVES 
The rubber sleeves used on terminal shanks on 
post-war cars are available from Sunbeam Appliances. 
They are used by Sunbeam to prevent the woven cotton 
insulation unravelling from iron cords, etc. It is not 
necessary to remove the terminal to fit the new sleeve, 
A pair of reverse acting circlip pliers can be forced 
into the sleeve and used to expand it sufficiently to 
pass over the head of the terminal. Cost is about 3c 
each and about 150 are needed to refurbish a whole car. 

KEYS AND LOCKS 
T. H. Longshaw, 455 Pitt Street, Sydney, N.S.W. can 
supply key blanks, repair locks and commonise locks 
on all Rolls-Royce vehicles. They will sell key blanks 
if you wish to use your local cutting facilities. 

SCUTTLE FINISH 
The nearest finish colour to the original for post-war 
scuttles is Volkswagen ‘Sea Sand’ used on 1966 models. 
Whilst the paint is designed to finish glossy, a matt 
effect can be achieved by ‘spraying dry.’ 


EBONITE ON STEERING WHEELS 
North Australian Rubber Mills, of Brisbane (NARM) 
can ebonite coat steering wheels. The process involves 
sand blasting the old tubular rim, followed by wrap- 
ping with raw ebonite coated tapes and steam curing. 
Since they do not have moulds, the resulting surface is 
rough, but, by lathe turning followed by a few hours 
filing the handgrips and polishing a good finish can 
be achieved. 

RADIATOR REPAIRS 
George Cairncross of Brisbane can handle practically 
all radiator repairs for Vintage and Veteran Cars. 
Many “vintagents” have had quite badly rotted or 
damaged radiators restored. 
The Silver Ghost (1122) Radiator was taken apart, 
cleaned, a new back fitted in the header tank, includ- 
ing a new pipe connection (ex another radiator) and 
the whole pressure tested. Repair to the film type 
core, where the fan had ‘‘chewed” it, was exceptionally 
well done, to the extent that the repair is practically 
invisible. 

ALUMINIUM WELDING 
Accurate Welding Works of Brisbane seem to both 
have the expertise and be prepared to carry out 
aluminium welding and building up of damaged or 
worn aluminium car parts. 
Old aluminium is prone to be porous and oil filled 
and very difficult to weld. These people will persevere, 
and successful examples of quite difficult jobs are seen 
on many vintage cars around Brisbane. 


METAL SPRAYING, GEAR REBUILDING 
AND GENERAL JOBBING 


Zenith Engineering of Brisbane are recognised as being 
capable of almost any repair job on gear boxes and 
other mechanical parts of cars and trucks and will 
make new parts if necessary. Their Machine Shop is 
extensive, but unlike many others, miscellaneous work 
seems to be their specialty. 
Examples known to the Writer include: 

Cutting new splines, after rebuilding the hub. 

Making shackle pins, valves, etc. 

Welding cracked gearboxes and re-machining. 

Building up shafts and regrinding. 

Rebuilding gear pumps. 

Tightening gear on splines, by rebuilding and mac- 

hining. 
Back grinding gears. 


1912 Silver Ghost 1910E with owner Peter McGrath. 


PARIS TO NEW YORK IN 1910E 


Peter McGrath has been invited to participate 
in The Around the World Auto Race, an inter- 
national event that is part of the American Re- 
volution Bicentennial celebrations in 1976. The 
original invitation was extended to George Green 
through his museum near Sydney. George 
nominated Peter to represent the museum and 
the L-E 1912 Silver Ghost 1910E was the car 
selected. A committee has been formed from 
Sydney members and includes John Vawser, Mal- 
colm Johns, George Sevenoaks, George Green and 
Peter McGrath with Bert Ward spurring them 
all on to the task of preparing the car for the 
‘race’ from Paris to New York starting in May, 
1976. The event is to recreate one of the world’s 
most famous races, that of 1908 from New York 
to Paris covering 17000 miles in 170 days. The 
route will take Peter and 1910E through Belgium, 
East and West Germany, Poland and Russia, 
Japan and the United States and is expected to 
take 76 days to cover. Scoring will be on a point- 
to-point rally system with credits given primarily 
for reliability and endurance. Of the 15 cars 
entered, the Australian entry is the only Rolls- 
Royce and all cars are pre-1914 vintage. 

Fred Miller-Robinson has offered to provide 
a full historical article on this car which I hope 
we can publish in the next issue. 


FROM THE EDITOR 


This issue is rather special for me, in that 
it marks one year’s production. It is appropriate 
that I thank all my contributors in whose hands 
the future of Praeclarvm lies. I am always pleased 
to receive comments on content and layout, since 
I only have a handful of members in Canberra to 
give me their candid advice. 

The big news for this issue is the publication 
of our first Register. Ray Millington of Sydney 
has produced a splendid book from rather dubious 
copy and refused to be paid for his efforts. I am 
sure that all members, when they receive their 
copy will realize what a magnanimous gesture 
this has been on Ray’s part. Our past Federal 
Officers, Bruce Ross and Malcolm Johns are par- 
ticularly grateful as the publication of the Re- 
gister is the crowning achievement of a memor- 
able year in the Club’s history. Thank you Ray. 

Speaking of achievements brings to mind 
the Federal conference to be held in May, 1976. 
David Brooks unearthed missing minutes from 
some previous conferences and all Branches now 
hold a full set of minutes. I understand David 
Kenway is compiling an index for easier reference 
which will be distributed as soon as possible. If 
you have matters which you would like discussed 
at the Federal Conference by your State delegates, 
details should be forwarded to your branch 
Secretary as soon as possible. 

Fred Miller-Robinson has generously offered 
to undertake the re-write of the Constitution. If 
you have views on this subject you may wish 
to write to Fred directly at 9 Ardross Street, 
Applecross, Western Australia 6153. 


Cwassts Rave. 


Fred Miller-Robinson wrate .to say he found the chassis number on the 
front cross tube of the frame af Silver Ghost 40 EU on the off-side 
between the two brackets, 


Two Branches have written asking for a 
published plea for payment of overdue subscrip- 
tions. It is most discouraging to keep sending 
reminders to members and to receive neither 
payment nor reply. If you are an offender please 
do the right thing. 

Tom Clarke’s article on the history of West 
Australia cars prompted an immediate response 
from George Sevenoaks and Bert Ward — the 
latter committing himself to paper. Watch for 
the next issue. Tom also wrote drawing my at- 
tention to the free colour wall chart included in 
Auto Car for the week ending 27th September, 
1975 titled “The Changing Shape of the Rolls- 
Royce.” 

News of individual cars included yet another 
Shadow written off, chassis number SRH17423. 
The wreck was bought at auction for $8,250 pre- 
sumably for restoration. Sunday, 23rd November 
saw the writer at the N.S.W. Concours in Bob 
MacCulloch’s magnificent Hooper bodied Dawn 
SRH46. It was also the car’s 21st birthday. As 
most members know Bob had the car advertised 
for sale recently and was startled by a customer 
who said that he would have the car — no quibble 
about price — for his eighteen year old son who 
needed an interest while father was away over- 
seas. SRH46 was immediately withdrawn from 
sale and the offer declined. 

An interesting 1949 Bentley B322YD has 
arrived in Canberra clad in a very pretty HJ 
Mulliner body. The owner, Ross Butler will, I 
hope, be persuaded to display the car at future 
meets. 


The H. J. Mulliner Badied Bentley. 


Bert Ward wrote ages ago reminding us that 
the Australian Government purchased three black 
SIII Bentleys. One was sold recently in South 
Australia, the second is still used by Sir Robert 


Menzies and the third, B3826CD used by Sir John 
Spicer was sold on 7th March, 1973 for $7,700.00. 
Where is this car? 

October, 1975 saw the tenth anniversary of 
the Silver Shadow in production. The only pro- 
duction figure I have at the moment is 10,000 
cars as at 15th December, 1971. This is the first 
model to have exceeded the 10,000 figure in the 
Marque’s history. Incidently the fabled bumping 
machine is still in operation! For our newer mem- 
bers unversed in the lore, this is a test facility 
first devised by Sir Henry Royce, comprising a 
pair of four foot diameter drums, the tops of 
which are level with the floor so that the front 
or rear wheels can be run on them. The drums 
can be driven by an electric motor or they can 
be coupled to a dynamometer so that the car 
can be tested under power. Cams of various 
heights are bolted onto the drums to simulate 


road bumps. 
Bill Coburn. 


. 


A pre-retirement photo of Bert Ward. The lady being restrained, Barbara 
Fitzedward-Fogarty, is the owner of the voice that calms York Motors 
Service Station customers when they phone for help. 
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ANOTHER CRUNCH 

The photo. on p96 of the October Praeclarvm 
brought to mind a claim which | dealt with seven 
or eight years ago for the Insurers of a Holden 
involved in a head-on collision with the then 
British High Commissioner’s Shadow — driven 
by the chauffeur (sole occupant) in South Aus- 
tralia. 

The Holden was a total write-off but despite 
the force of the impact which shortened the off- 
side front of the Shadow by about two feet, the 
body compartment was not affected and the 
door openings were not even distorted, nor did 
the windscreen break or come out which at the 
time we considered a marked tribute to the 
strength of the Rolls-Royce body. The chauffeur 
escaped uninjured. 

Needless to say the Shadow was returned to 
the United Kingdom and a new one sent out in 
replacement. I know we had interested parties 
wanting to buy the Shadow at around $10,000, 
to repair it in Australia, but Her Majesty’s 
Government (and no doubt the Company) wanted 
it back there as soon as possible. 

Don Westwood. 


NEWS FROM THE BRANCHES 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

The event held on Sunday, August 10, was 
an outing to interest all members. After meeting 
at the Stirling Arms Hotel, Guildford, members 
were issued with a navigation sheet and en-route 
questionnaire. The first stop was at a Club mem- 
ber’s farm owned by the Brajkovich family, where 
we toured through their grand car collection 
which comprises many magnificent machines. 
Later, Len Benjkovich gave us all the ‘ins and 
outs’ of chicken farming. 

After rejecting Tony Brajkovich’s “T’’ Model 
Ford for membership to the line-up of Rolls- 
Royces and Bentleys, we moved off to tour 
through the scenic Chittering Valley and then to 
Percy and Marj Markham’s farm, which was our 
final destination. We drove through the farm, 
which is like the English countryside, and stopped 
on the grass covered airstrip surrounded by well 
fed, contented cattle. Here we spread out the 


picnic hampers and the familiar sounds of popping 
corks could be heard echoing through the valley. 

Winners of this event were: 1st, Jim O’Neale 
and, under threat of physical injury to the judges, 
Dennis Sowden was placed 2nd. 

All in all, a grand day was had by everyone, 
with thanks to the Brajkovichs and Markhams 
for their generous invitations to visit their pro- 
perties. 

Dick Wright. 


QUEENSLAND 

A Champagne Breakfast at Mt. Glorious 

At first it seemed a good idea — to have a 
champagne breakfast bright and early on the 
slopes of Mt. Glorious. But I did hear a few 
members muttering about getting up early (on 
a Sunday, too!) and driving all that way (25 
miles from the city!) before eating. 


Then there was the rain. For a week before 
the day it rained, and rained. It looked as if it 
would go on forever. We were tempted to advise 
the few responders to our notice that it was all 
off. But Friday afternoon gave a glimmer of 
hope — sunshine (for a while anyway). Saturday 
was even better — sunny, warm and a good breeze 
to dry things out. 

Sunday was perfect. I arrived early, just 
before the appointed hour of 8.30 a.m. at Mt. 
Glorious. If I hear murmurs of surprize at this 
I quickly mention that we weren’t first — only 
second. Sue and Greg Dunstan had already ar- 
rived, set up the “kitchen” and had the kettle 
boiling. I also must point out that not far behind 
were the Haughteys in the newly acquired Shadow 
and by about 8.45 a.m. we had most of the break- 
fasters there — very much better all round than 
our usual standards for arrival] times! 

Breakfast — cornflakes, steak, bacon and 
eggs followed by toast — (and the champagne) 
was enjoyed in the Glorious sunshine (good pun 
that!) and spiced with happy natterings of sundry 
topics. 

Non-breakfasting members began arriving as 
the morning wore on, but I don’t know what be- 

came of the Murphy’s — I did hear that they 
found some other delightful spot. 

The morning quickly passed as we talked, 
inspected newly acquired cars, compared notes, 
pushed our children on the swings and photo- 
graphed the cars. 

It was a very pleasant morning, another 
successful function. Our thanks to Sue and Greg 
for organising the breakfast. 

Wal Moorhouse. 
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CYLINDER HEADS 20 h.p./20-25/25-30 P II 
lf anyone wishes to interchange cylinder 
heads on the following cars, they should check 
the following first. 
Twenty H.P. 

On early series engines the rocker pedestal 
bosses are lower and the lower ends of the 
Pedestal studs are shorter; this calls for maching 
the bosses/or, conversly washering up. Over the 
whole range of engines, three different lengths 
of push rods were used; unless the rods are 
matched to the head, trouble will occur with the 
valve clearances. It is also advisable to check the 
front covers, oil connections and manifold studs; 
there were two types of manifolds used. 

20/25 H.P. 

There is a difference between series in the 
valves, guides, springs and washers. Shorter push 
rods are used on the earlier engines. Manifold 
stud lengths also vary. 

25/30 H.P. 

The only difference between the earlier and 
later series are the offside holding down studs. 
General 

All 20 h.p. valves, exhaust and inlet are the 
same size. The 20/25 h.p. inlet valves on the 
other hand are 1/8 inch larger in head diameter. 

When I was in England in 1958 and stationed 
at Hythe Road I took the matter of the excessive 
corrosion we were experiencing with the alloy 
heads on the pre-war and post-war cars. Rolls- 
Royce gave me a lot of information on their 
repairs. 

On my return to Sydney I located the supply 
of the recommended welding rods and the person 
who could use the Argon-Are method of welding. 


An optional extra for keeping the kids quiet in the back seat 


The good firm of Wescott Hazell Ltd. (now no 
more) arranged everything for me and the re- 
pairs to heads were no trouble. The welding rods 
recommended for the Argon-Arc method are 
NG 21 (to BS 1475) which is a 5% silicon alloy, 
or NG, which contains 10% silicon. 

Aluminium rapidly forms an oxide film when 
exposed to air. Before welding can begin the joint 
area must be cleaned down to shiny metal and 
be protected from air during the welding process. 
This can be achieved by blanketing with an inert 
gas such as Argon. Some castings are susceptable 
to thermal strains and crack because of their 
design and varying thickness of metal. If gas 
welding is used pre-heating to about 250 degrees 
is necessary, this results in greater oxide for- 
mation and bubbling and porous welds are likely 
to occur. With Metal-Arc welding a modest pre- 
heat to only about 100 degree F (38 deg. C) is 
necessary to drive out any water that may be 
present. The weld heating is confined to the small 
area around the arc and distortion of the casting 
is avoided, saving on machining. 

After any alloy cylinder head has been re 
paired, I always carried out a water pressure 
test to check for any leaks. This lesson was 
learnt as a result of repairs I had carried out on 
a Phantom II corroded cylinder head. 

Phantom II Stud Hole Leaks 

After refitting the head to the engine, I 
found that water was getting into the sump. 
The blocks had been off and water tested, a new 
head gasket fitted, it had therefore to be the 
head. On testing under tap water pressure it 
was found that due to the small thickness of 
metal and corrosion a leak was in the centre 
stud holes, which was probably started by the 
water jacket being cleaned out, and the removal 
of the moisture in the head with the are welding. 
I decided to bore all the centre stud holes out in 
the head, make up some drawn copper tubes and 
swage the ends out in the same manner as we 
had to do on the PI and early PII heads where 
we replaced the alloy tubes fitted for the push 
robs. This repair was a success, and two more 
were found to be leaking. 

A Phantom I head it appears has much more 
thickness of metal around the other stud hole 
bosses. All heads on late P I, PII and 20 h.p. also 
20 h.p. cylinder blocks should be water pressure 


tested. 


No — it's not a Silver Shadow Estate — at least this one isn’t. H. A. Fox 
of England are currently converting Silver Shadows into hearses for the 
Australian and American market. The conversion includes lengthening the 
bodywork behind the rear wheels, cutting the roof and extending it from 
the B-post, and installing a lift-up rear door. The company says that it 
can make a full estate car out of the design far individual customers, but 
the cost is likely to be high. The current cars (like this one) are 


unpainted and untrimmed for completion in Australia. Tom Clarke. 
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Cracking of. 20 h.p. Blocks 

For 20h.p. cylinder blocks, this is a must, 
as they are easily cracked on the underside be- 
tween the copper water tubes. A lot of this crack- 
ing is self inflicted. The cause is due to the elbow 
water pipe connecting the water pump to the 
block, not being removed before refitting the 
cylinder head. If this unit has been removed, the 
block just sits on the crankcase with the studs 
just passing through the copper tubes. When the 
head is fitted the head tightening also tightens 
the block to the crankcase. If the elbow pipe 
is not removed, the excessive pressure on this 
point of the block is so great that when the head 
is tightened distortion takes place to the point 
of cracking. 

All blocks I have found cracked have started 
at this point. The 20/25 h.p. engines are the same 
design and although the cylinder block is much 
stronger I always removed this pipe to be safe. 

Bert Ward. 
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“Our interest in your Rolls-Royce car does not cease when you take 


delivery of the car. It is our ambition... .” 


Post-War ‘B’ Series engines were not dynamically balance in production 

until they were fitted with automatic transmissions. This engine was 

balanced on overhaul. The extent of the drillings in the counterweights 
is interesting. 


— 


THREE GHOSTS AND A PHANTOM 

It is my pleasure to write something of a 
pleasant association with Rolls-Royce cars, and 
the R.R.O.C. since 1956. 

Prior to that year, when my brother Bill and 
I acquired our first Ghost, 1920 64PE, I had two 
only Rolls-Royce experiences. Firstly in 1935 when 
working on New Year’s Eve at the Melbourne 
Telephone Exchange until the early hours of the 
morning, | was lucky enough to be driven home 
(at the taxpayer’s expense) in a City Service taxi, 
a Phantom 1 with body by Martin and King. 
(Note — no chassis number — Ed.). 


SG 1920 64PE bady by Jackson Jones and Collins. 


About 1954, Bill Acfield (the well known 
Melbourne radio and T.V. personality) owned a 
1921 Ghost with touring body by Mulliner. His 
dad, who was an employee of ours was to sell it 
for him. My brother and 1 went to inspect, and 
the initial look under the bonnet at the mass of 
plumbing, etc. was a frightening experience for 
an uninitiated intending buyer, even with a Ford 
V8 carburettor! 

However, once behind the wheel I was fas- 
cinated, and we both agreed ‘we have to get one 
of these.’ 

In 1956, my sister spied ‘the longest car I’ve 
ever seen’ near our home. Bill and I hastened 
there, and the next day talked the Sydney owner 
into selling it to us. 64PE was a 1920 Ghost with 
touring body by Jackson Jones and Collins, of 
Parramatta, with hard top, and roller side cur- 
tains. 


SG 1924 15 RM body by Vale and Pretty. 
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The next day we journeyed to Geelong to 
purchase a bare chassis from Bill Acfield which 
he then also had for sale, 15RM a 1924 Ghost, 
and towed it home on a bitterly cold day behind 
64PE. 

In late 1956, in 64PE, we viewed the hill 
climb at Anthony’s Cutting, Bacchus Marsh, in 
the annual veteran car rally from Ballarat. So 
fascinated were we with Gavin Sandford-Morgan’s 
silent ascent in the 1910 Ghost, now owned by 
Reg Hunt, that a veteran Ghost was then our goal. 

However, the 1920 64PE was to be ours for 
some time. With very little work it ran many 
miles, including the first annual R.R.O.C. rally 
at Wagga, and to subsequent rallies there, until 
we bought 1928 Phantom I 33CL with saloon 
body by Windover. 


Phantom | 1928 33CL body by Windover. 


This vehicle was in remarkably good con- 
dition, in spite of having what looked like 4 
gallons of Creosote in the crankcase, probably 
because the level indicator was jammed. 

The Phantom was used as my every day 
transport, never failed to start promptly, had 
brilliant elevating Stephen Grebel headlights and 
100% efficient servo assisted brakes. The only 
complaint was the gearing, which was too low. I 
fitted 70 x 21 wheels to the rear from 64PE, 
which improved on the standard 19” wheels. 

Whilst in the Phantom one day, I was told 
of an ‘old Rolls’ in Hawthorn. This led to our 
purchase of 40YB, a 1914 Ghost, which was lying 
in 6” of dirt, with a shed built around it, com- 
plete with derelict Packard body and disc wheels. 

The body was quickly removed and dumped, 
and after freeing stuck valves and fitting a bat- 
tery, it ran successfully as a chassis in the veteran 
Car Rally to Sorrento a week later. 

We were lucky enough to obtain a 1913 
Mercedes body for 40YB, which fitted with very 
little alteration. The makers were Waring Bros. 
of Melbourne. This car ran in many rallies, in- 
cluding Wagga, Mildura and the Barossa Valley 
in S.A. 

Restoring the car brought me much pleasure 
particularly as the then R.R.O.C. Vic. President, 
Fred Robinson was restoring a 1913 Ghost at 
the same time, and I was then Branch Secretary. 
In those days, the Club was more centred on 
earlier cars than at present, which made it more 
intimate and exciting. 

My most enjoyable and worthwhile Rolls- 
Royce experience was in 1961 on our London to 
Edinburgh commemoration run. Fred Robinson 


conceived this idea, and three cars, my 1920 
Ghost, his 1913, and Owen Bailey’s Silver Dawn 
set off for 850 miles through Northern Victoria 
and Southern N.S.W. 

The two Ghosts were to run the whole dis- 
tance with only top and reverse gears being used, 
the remainder were blocked off by rubber blocks 
in the gear lever quadrant. 


SG 1914 40 YB body by Waring Bros. 


40YB after years of pleasure was sold in 
Sydney, and is now in America. : 

This left us with the bare chassis of 15RM 
for restoration. The replacement of many parts 
robbed for 40YB, wheels, etc., was made possible 
by good friends within the Club, and after 12 
month’s hard work, a tourer body from a Voisin 
car was fitted, made by Vale and Pretty of Mal- 
vern. The car was then registered. 

Two wheel brakes were found inadequate for 
Melbourne traffic, and a Phantom | front axle 
was fitted, with a 20 h.p. equaliser, but the re- 
sultant pedal pressure necessitated fitting a 
modern vacuum servo unit, which, after lots of 
hassles, works really well. 

In the thirties, this chassis carried a delivery 
van body for O. Gilpin’s chain of drapery stores 
in Victoria. David Jones kindly obtained a photo 
of it complete with van body from one of the 
Gilpin family. 

Owning and maintaining a Ghost is something 
I could not now live without, it becomes, part of 
your life; I am largely pre-occupied now with 
motor cycles, best loved in my collection being a 
1934 Brough Superior, a 1951 Manx Norton, a 
1949 Vincent Rapide, and a 1928 2 Cam Harley. 

The best Ghost I have driven is that of 
Charles and Dorothy Wright of Adelaide. There 
would not be one anywhere in the world as near 
to original condition and performance. To drive 
this car is a very memorable experience. 

My favourite post/vintage Rolls-Royce how- 
ever is the 1939 Wraith. 

I have enjoyed recalling all this from many 


happy years at our hobby. 
Jim Cooper. 
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“... and it completely eliminates the need for all that 
undignified bending to look for hidden bombs.” 
Courtesy “The Bulletin.” 


ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEY SERVICES 


There can be no doubt that interest and 
ownership of these cars of all ages is very wide- 
spread and, to many, very profitable! Newer re- 
cruits to the Clubs are however at a disadvantage, 
as are many owners of longer standing, for not 
having knowledge of sources of information. 
There have been a number of improvements along 
these lines by Clubs and the Company. 

To use any of the Club facilities you must be a 
member. That makes sense and I recommend join- 
ing the major Clubs to any members in Australia 
wishing to widen R-R and B contacts. To use the 
services of professional companies (and this ap- 
plies equally to Clubs) it is essential to write 
clearly, with full descriptions and/or drawings 
and above all to describe your car with its chassis 
number, date, series, etc. For writing to Clubs 
and smaller concerns it is advisable, courteous and 
fair to enclose a reply paid coupon or stamps if 
you can get them. Act promptly on pro forma 
invoices so as to lessen despatch time. These are 
all basic but essential. 

A number of services are now controlled by 
Clubs, having formerly been in the hands of the 
Company. Potted histories (social, not servicing) 
of cars are sometimes still available from Rolls- 
Royce Motors Limited, Crewe, Cheshire, U.K., 
CWL 8PL. Log books of cars which spent a lot 
of time, or delivered new, in England, are being 
phased out in favour of a new computerised 
system. If you know the registration number and 
the name of the last registration authority in 
the U.K. you can still sometimes obtain the log 
book or details from it. Photocopies taken from 
microfilms of the original sales orders for pre War 
cars are available from all the Clubs. In Australia 
the N.S.W. Branch has the mircofilm. 

On the mechanical side, two reels of microfilm 
for a large part of the original blueprints for each 
model, called General Arrangement Drawings, are 
available. An Index has been produced by the 
R.R.E.C. in England. These drawings do not in- 
clude dimensions, but do include layout schemes, 
numbers, etc. Spares Parts Catalogues for Ghost, 
Phantoms I and II, and the 20 horsepower are 


available from the Victorian Branch. No spares 
catalogues were produced for other pre War 
models. Spares Lists for Post last War cars, over- 
haul manuals, service leaflets, reprinted hand- 
books (for pre and post War) are available from 
the R.R.E.C. and Appleyard Rippon. The American 
Club offers a similar service and some handbooks 
and manuals not included in the U.K. service. As 
most records, both historical and servicing are 
now being handed over to the Clubs very few 
enquiries need ever be directed to Rolls-Royce 
Motors. Much of what I have said will be well 
known by many but it is surprising how many 
do not. Such as this last one, often stated: all 
pre War spares are dealt with by Appleyard Rip- 
pon and all post War spares by local distributors 
only. Addresses for these around the world are 
available in the Sales and Service Directory pub- 
lished by the Company. 
Tom Clarke. 
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SILVER SHADOW ECONOMY RUN 


I entered my Silver Shadow, SRH11515 in 
the 1975 Total/Newcastle Herald/Sun National 
Economy Run on 9th/10th August, 1975. 

My co-driver was Jim Sullivan, Motoring 
Editor of the Newcastle Sun. The starting point 
was the International Sports Centre, where thirty 
seven starters were flagged off by the Lord 
Mayor, Ald. Joy Cummings. 

The route was to Dubbo via Sydney and 
Lithgow where we stayed overnight. The return 
to Newcastle was via Dunnydoo and Scone the 
following day. The total distance being 617.39 
miles. The Rolls weighed in at 49.61 83 ton miles 
equalling 20.0843 m.p.g. and carried off the trophy 
for the Best V8 performance per ton miles. 

The gentleman in the Top Hat, Mr. Stuart 
Dibley of Radio 2HD, was the official observer 
and occupied the front seat at all times. He added 
a touch of class and dignity and assisted by polish- 
ing the car at convenient control stops. 

Chas Trigg. 


Still Going Strong! 
Dear Sir, 

Is it true that your organisation has ceased 
to make the excellent batteries of the ‘Crompton’ 
series because they lasted so long that you didn’t 
get enough replacement sales? 

It might appear to be so from some evidence 
I have experienced. About two years ago I acquir- 
ed a 1985 20/25 Rolls-Royce which had been un- 
used, unloved, and uncared for for some eight or 
more years. It held a ‘Crompton’ battery which 
nad stagnated along with the car; it was quite 
flat as would be expected, and the acid had evapor- 
ated to less than half-full. This battery was merely 
topped-up with water and charged — one cell only 
was somewhat down when fully charged! The 
battery was then used periodically with a garden 
hedge-trimmer whilst the Rolls was being over- 
hauled in slow time. The ‘Crompton’ is now back 
in the Rolls and starts the engine on the first 
push every time! 

From the garage maintenance work-sheets 
from the previous owner there is no indication of 
there having been a battery replacement for many 
years prior to 1964/65 when the car was laid-up, 
so this battery is probably some 14 or 15 years 
old or more! — but still going strong, although 
weakening. From my own experience of car bat- 
teries over forty and more years, I have never 
heard of such a record for any make of lead-acid 
accumulator, and I think it must be an all-time 
record. Have you knowledge of anything similar? 

Yours faithfully, 
J. C. Iredale Williams. 


BATTERY LIFE 

Bert Ward kindly sent the accompanying 
snippet from the Hawker Siddeley News of April 
1975. It reminded me of an occasion when a friend 
lent me his Dawn for the first time and with 
some reluctance confided that whilst the car ran 
very well it sometimes was very difficult to start. 
‘Mind you he said there was nothing wrong with 
the battery,’ which was kept well charged and 
gave the starter plenty of power to turn the 
engine over. I was instructed that in the event 
of trouble, to use the starting handle. This advice 
was certainly appropriate. However the battery 
on a very cold Canberra morning finally would 
not help so I installed a new one only to find that 
the item in the car was the original equipment 
(circa 1954). The end was happy. No more start- 
ing problems but my friend no longer regales us 
with stories of the remarkable battery that has 
served his car for over 20 years. The trouble with 
starting was explained in the simplest terms in 
that all the available power was being absorbed 
by the starter and little was available for the 
ignition system! 


THE GHOST OF MR. MEARS 


Silver Ghost Chassis No. 47YB 

In Praeclarvm No. 75-4, some details on this 
car were recalled by Bert Ward. 

I knew Max Mears, son of R. H. Mears, some 
years ago when he was still living at Forbes, 
N.S.W. 

Max was still very interested in motor cars, 
and allowed me to copy these photographs from 
his family album. 


The above photograph is of Mr. Mears’ first 
Silver Ghost which I believe he bought second- 
hand in England in about 1912. This handsome 
car would appear to be c.1911, possibly 1500 series, 
judging by various details, including lack of 
diagonally braced front cross-member. I don’t 
recall what happened to this car, and I don’t 
think Max knew either. So here is a case for 
some detective work — perhaps the photographs 
will trigger something in someone’s memory. 

The following photograph of 47YB I believe 
was taken in the early 1920’s. 

For a long time I thought that this photo- 
graph might be of my own 1914 Alpine Eagle, 
384LB, but consultation with Bert Ward some 
years ago proved beyond reasonable doubt that 
the car in the photograph is in fact 47YB. 


E ~ 


Early Electric Starter 

In Praeclarvm No. 75-5, mention is made on 
page 86 ‘‘one example is also known of a special 
lower crankcase supplied by Rolls-Royce Ltd. in 
about 1920 for an earlier model —”’. 
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I don’t know which car is referred to in this 
regard, but I know of at least two early Silver 
Ghosts equipped with this fitting. One is Dare 
Watkins’ 1912 car chassis No. 1888, and the other 
is my own 1914 Alpine Eagle 34LB, which accord- 
ing to the History Cards, was “received in Works 
to fit self-starter” on 26th February, 1924, while 
apparently being re-bodied and given a new lease 
of life, in civilian guise, after its wartime ex- 
periences. 

Apart from the obviously Rolls-Royce pro- 
duced lower crankcase, incorporating the saddle 
for the starter motor, the rest of the installation 
consists of high quality C.A.V. “Patent 2-step 
silent engagement” equipment as illustrated in a 
C.A.V. booklet I have dated c.1922., 

The foot operated engaging switch or pedal 
is of interesting design, in that initial movement 
engages low amperage contacts which turn the 
pinion slowly and then move the starter motor 
armature forward, thus pre-engaging the pinion 
with the ring gear. Further depression of the 
pedal engages the main contacts, and introduces 
full amperage to rotate the starter motor. Silent 
engagement is thus achieved, although the actual 
operation is relatively noisy. 

Gavin Sandford-Morgan. 
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